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of the testicles, sheath, and penis. Tumors on the penis or on the inside of the sheath sometimes make breeding impossible or at least uncomfortable. Following this, a sample of semen should be taken and examined under the microscope. This is a laboratory test and cannot be undertaken by the owner. The semen should be examined immediately after it is taken, so that it does not become chilled. The test is to learn whether the spermatazoa or male germ-cells are present in large numbers and whether they are actively moving. Healthy semen would show innumerable rapidly moving male germ-cells. If the microscope reveals inactive or sluggish germ-cells or if they are few in number, it will be time to consider whether it is best to dispose of the animal. If the bull is in very poor physical condition, it is possible that after his health is improved he may again become a satisfactory breeder. Good care and feed are of paramount importance. If the examination shows tumors on the penis or sheath, they must be removed by a surgical operation.
BARRENNESS CAUSED BY AN INFLAMED OR DISCHARGING WOMB
This type of sterility may occur as a complication of contagious abortion or independently of that disease. It is useless to breed an animal with a discharge from the uterus. Not only will she fail to settle with calf, but will expose the bull to infection. It is difficult to estimate just how long it will take to put such an animal in breeding condition. It may require a few weeks or it may take several months before she is again normal. Animals that fail to respond to treatment should be sold for slaughter.
Discharges are caused by some infection retained in the uterus. This must be stopped by simple irrigation of the uterus. If the owner desires to attempt treatment himself, it will be along the same lines as recommended for the handling of a cow after an infected afterbirth has been